WESTOW
PARISH COUNCIL

Westow Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 2nd September 2026


Attendees: 
Richard Bannister  (Chair), Angela Fothergill (Clerk), Helen Crews (HC) Pennie Hamer (PH); Fiona Scarlett (FS) Sarah Stead (SS) David Hagyard (DH)  Three members of the public.

Apologies

Christine Smith (CS) John Smith (JS); Elizabeth Shields 

Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes from May’s meeting  were proposed and seconded as a correct record,

Clerks Update 
AF had contacted Elections at NYCC who had provided a notice to place on the noticeboard re Peter Siswick resignation as a Councillor.   After the notice period some new Councillors could be co-opted onto the Council. Sarah Stead and David Hagyard had come forward to join the Council and this had been proposed and seconded by the Council.   AF had received the relevant forms for them to complete and to be forwarded to NYCC.

AF to forward relevant forms to Sarah and David for completion.

RB said that he would like to stand down as Chair and also as a Councillor. 

AF to inform Elections of this resignation. 

Thanks were given to RB for his dedication and hard work on the Council and also as Chairman. 

It was agreed that we would try and elect a Chair at the November meeting. 

Budget and Finance
JS emailed his financial report 
Parish Council a/c stood, at the end of August, at £4059.74. The precept of £2750 has been received from NYCC. Zurich Insurance has been paid £741.29. The Clerk's salary (incl payment to HMRC) has been remitted of £418.08. Direct debits for utilities have been taken by E.ON and Scottish Water Bus of £34.26.

The Village Hall a/c is unchanged at £3593.92. 




Planning Applications

No planning applications to report.

Westow Solar Project

RB had received an email from Russell Hoare re a solar scheme for Westow to install solar panels on community buildings. The resulting buildings would save money on their energy bills and pass some of that saving back to the community business which would then re-invest those proceeds in other community projects. This kind of model is being encouraged by Central Government and they are making money available to enable it. The community business would have representation from community groups so that decisions and benefits are made locally.
It was thought after a brief discussion that the Village Hall roof would probably not be strong enough for the panels and also it is asbestos but RB said that he would sign the letter to Russell Hoare saying that we would be happy to look in to this further.
RB to reply to Russell Hoare
Gally Gap Crossroads
Sarah Wardle and Liz Hudson attend to the meeting to discuss the incidents at the Gally Gap crossroads over the years and the recent fatalities. A few locals had been speaking and thought it was time that the Council looked into this and try and reduce the incidents. They had created a letter to submit to the Council and had asked parishioners to sign the letter in support and send to the Council.
The council came out to do an assessment and Sarah and Liz suggested that there could possibly be more signage or a flashing sign with a speed limit on, but the Council said that the Police would not support this. 
An email had also been sent to Kevin Hollinrake MP and a response had been received asking them to attend a meeting at his office on the 22nd September for a discussion about the incidents. Sarah Stead (SS) said she would also be happy to attend the meeting.
After further discussion it was unanimously agreed that the PC would fully support Sarah and Liz and RB would write to Darren Griffiths NYCC and also the Mayor of York and North Yorkshire.
AF to put on Action Log
RB to write to NYCC and the Mayor of York and North Yorkshire
SS to attend the meeting with Kevin Hollinrake on the 22nd September



Items from the Website

Clive Staples had brought some historic planning applications to the Village Hall which went back many years, it was agreed that as these are now all on line that they can be destroyed.

PH said that she had been having problems with the laptop and had taken it to Gary at Computer FX who was looking into it, SS said that if required she would be happy to help in this regard.

The meeting ended at 7.50  p.m
Next meeting Wednesday       11th November 2026
