WESTOW

PARISH COUNCIL

Westow Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 18th  October 2022
Attendees: 

Helen Crews (Chair) Angela Fothergill (Clerk) Richard J Bannister (RJB); Pennie Hamer (PH); Elizabeth Shields (ES)
Apologies: Neil Johnson (NJ), Christine Smith (CS), John Smith (JS) Cllr Susan Graham
Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes from July’s  meeting were proposed and seconded as a correct record
Matters Arising and Action Log
Jeffrey Bog – RB had had some communication back re the opening of the right of way at Jeffrey Bog and said that this was out to tender and would hopefully be reopened in the spring.
Kirkham Bridge – AF had received a call from Jon Dickens who is acting maintenance manager for NYCC.

He said that the cost of the call outs etc for the most recent repairs to the Bridge is £2534 and that if we wanted to know the cost for the repairs over the years it would be a bit more difficult to find out. 

The £2534 is only for the call outs etc not the actual repair and the tenders are about to go out for the most recent repairs. He said that they had been called out this week on the hottest day when people had been jumping through the barriers and this would be added to the cost !

He said there is communication going on at the moment on how best to protect the bridge from further damage and this may be something like width restrictions/bollards so that if there is damage it hits the bollards not the bridge.

Telephone Box – The telephone box had been repainted and there was still discussion about adopting the box. It was decided to put this in the next Newsletter to gauge the thoughts of the village on whether the box should be adopted.
Benches – As Clive Beadon has now retired from making benches PH said that she would ask Jeff Cole if he would be interested in making the bench for the village – PH to contact Jeff Cole in this regard.

Clerks Update 
AF had provisionally arranged the dates for the 2023 Meetings which are as follows:-
Wednesday 18th January

Wednesday 15th March

Wednesday 17h May (AGM)

Wednesday 19th July

Wednesday 11th October
Wednesday 6th December 
AF said she would be expecting to hear from RDC regarding the precept for 2023, when she receives the email she will forward to the Councillors for their thoughts on the amount of the Precept.
Budget and Finance 
In JS’s absence he sent the following report:-

The Parish Council a/c stands at £3160.91. This now includes the second half of the Parish Precept (£1250 credited by RDC). The Clerk's salary (£257.74) has been paid. The Transparency Code balance within the Parish Council a/c stands at £1033.40 (after paying £58.80 for the renewal of the web hosting by 'computerFX'). AF has written cheques for £64.40 to HMRC and £12.50 to Painless Payroll. Colin Payne (Table Tennis) has let me know that he has paid over £172 for last year's hall hire. These withdrawals and payment should appear on the next bank statements.

I still have the following amounts marked as "pending": £100; salt (for which I have not ,so far, received an invoice) and £100; bench.
Action – JS to provide a draft budget for the following financial year to enable the Councillors to decide on the Precept.

Planning Applications
No Planning Applications received since last PC Meeting 
Defibrillator
An email had been received from Julie Price concerned that the defibrillator was away for the software to be updated and had been away for a couple of weeks. HC contacted Geraldine Burton who said all was in order now as the defibrillator has been updated. AF to contact Geraldine to see if she is still happy to look after the defibrillator as she is no longer a member on the Council.
The meeting ended at 8.30  p.m
Next meeting 18th January 2023
